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Foreword

This is the fourth book of what is becoming a series of companion pieces to the
bi-annual conferences on Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases (AD/PD). This book
contains 56 papers written by selected authors, who had presented their research at the
Ninth International Conference on Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s Diseases: Advances,
Concepts & New Challenges (AD/PD 2009), that took place on March 11-15, 2009
in captivating Prague, in the Czech Republic. The official proceedings (OP) of the
Conference will be published early in 2010 by Karger, as a special issue of the journal
Neurodegenerative Diseases.

The Prague meeting included over 2,300 scientific participants, and was the venue
for several hundred invited talks, general talks, posters, and symposia. It was impossible
to include all of the important scientific information presented at the meeting under one
cover while, at the same time, meeting publishers’ cost and profit considerations. We,
the co-organizers, therefore decided to restrict contributions to be published in the OP, to
chapters based on ORAL, INVITED presentations at the meeting.

We also agreed that Medimond International Proceedings (Medimond) would publish
acomplementary book to the OP, based on FREE PAPERS presented at the Congress. This
additional publication, to be issued in printed volume and CD Rom format, would expand
the scope of available scientific information from the AD/PD 2009 proceedings.

Medimond’s policy is to provide rapid publication of conference proceedings. We,
therefore, agreed with this publisher’s request that we, the editors, would only correct
major mistakes or errors in scientific logic and fact. We would not concern ourselves
with stylistic differences in expression by authors whose first language is other than
English, nor with differences in font type, style, or referencing in these chapters. We
have also not been too particular in the choice of chapters included in the book, in order
to encourage diversity in the topics presented. Each author is solely responsible for the
information provided in his/her chapter. The manuscripts have, nevertheless, received our
general overview, with minor editorial changes inserted where necessary, in the interest
of maintaining scientific integrity, while at the same time enabling the rapid publication
of these findings. We trust that this book (and the accompanying CD), together with the
OP, will provide the reader with a broader overview of the scope and richness of the
program of the AD/PD 2009 conference.

Thus, in summary, we have agreed to allow Medimond to approach participants in
the ADPD conference whom we, as co-organizers, were unable to invite to contribute a
paper because of limitations in the size of the OP of the conference. In this manner, other
scientists would at least have the opportunity to publish their work in this Medimond
publication which, while a private product (hence each contributor to this volume was
required to pay a fee for publication), will be associated in name with the ADPD meeting.

©2009 by MEDIMOND s.r.1. \Y%



The papers have been scrutinized by us for quality before we approved this publication.
Moreover, we would like to emphasize, as a disclaimer, that neither the ADPD meeting
co-organizers, nor Kenes received any compensation whatsoever from Medimond for
this product. This book is entirely a profit generator for Medimond, with the stipulation
that we, the co-organizers, must give the product our stamp of approval before it can be
published.

A thorough and extensive, peer-reviewed editorial process will be employed in the
case of the OP document, which is presently in preparation.

Abraham Fisher, Ph.D. Israel Hanin, Ph.D.
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